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EDITORIAL  

 
My exile in our camper van is over and I have my computer back. During this period I have only had intermittent e mail 

access through my cell phone and so if you have tried communicating with me over the past two months and have not 

received a reply my apologies, please try again now. 

 

While we were of no fixed abode we took a one week holiday on Norfolk Island, which had been booked before all the 

business of moving house came on the scene. Having been advised that there is nothing to do on Norfolk Island we were 

pleasantly surprised to find there was plenty of history to study from the well preserved remains of the two periods of 

Penal Settlement and also the settlement by the descendants of the Bounty Mutineers. Museum tours and reenactments 

by the locals bring it all to life for tourists. 

 

We also had the privilege of being present for the ANZAC day Dawn Service and 

later commemorations which were well attended, by locals and tourists; Norfolk hav-

ing sent many of her sons to serve in WW I, thirteen making the ultimate sacrifice. 

At the RSL lunch the Australian Naval representative described the mission of 

HMASubmarine AE 2, in support of the Gallipoli campaign, see John Osborne's arti-

cle on page 6. 
 

  
If your Branch organises an event such as a gun show, please send me some photos 

for the e-Gazette.  

 

My thanks to all our contributors. 

 

Best wishes, 

Phil  

NZ Arms Register 

www.armsregister.com 

Back issues of the e-Gazette will be found in the Articles section. 
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FROM THE GUN ROOM by Andrew Edgcombe 
 

Here is a cartridge I have had since I was a primary school lad, it was given to me by an old friend and the 

story goes that it was a Turk machine gun round captured at Gallipoli by this gentlemanôs brother during the 

First World War, it also came with a nice Turk belt buckle from the same source. Both are items from my for-

mative years of collecting which I have always treasured. 

  

The round is the standard Ottoman Army 7.65mm caliber which 

was standard issue for the Turkish troops during WW1, the Ara-

bic numerals which look like 1779 equate to the Muslim year 

1329 which by our calendar is 1913, the lettering opposite the 

date is ñMauserò in the Turkish script, the star and crescent moon 

symbolize Turkey and the single character identifies the manufac-

turer, At least six variants of manufacturers marking exists. 

Rounds just like this accounted for some terrible casualties on the 

Gallipoli Peninsula and for it to have been retained as a memento 

by a Kiwi soldier it was obviously a poignant reminder for some-

one. 

 

 Machine Guns were a terrible threat on the battlefield, they dealt 

out death indiscriminately and as well as a physical toll they had 

a real psychological impact on all that had to face them, as a con-

sequence they were a high priority target for capture or destruc-

tion which was often a very personal thing for the troops involved 

as it was very likely they were taking out guns that had ac-

counted for heavy casualties amongst not only fellow 

soldiers but also close friends. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Turk Machine Gun (1909 Commercial Maxim) Gallipoli 1915 



AN INTERESTING PLACE TO VISIT by Phil Cregeen  

 

Situated just 1094 Km north of Auckland Norfolk Island was discovered  in 1774 by Captain Cook who 

thought the tall pines growing there would provide good masts for the ships of the Royal Navy.  At this time 

the island was uninhabited but it has recently been established that there was a Polynesian settlement there 

from about 1100 until the 17th century. 

Shortly after the first fleet arrived at Botany Bay in NSW in January 1788 Lt Philip Gidley King was dis-

patched in HMS Supply along with 6 women, 9 convicts and 8 free men, all hand picked, to secure the island 

for the British. They arrived on 29 February 1788 and so began 

the first Penal settlement. The small Norfolk colony flourished, 

despite the pines proving of no use for making masts, and estab-

lished successful agriculture that was able to supply the strug-

gling colony in NSW. By 1790 the population had increased to 

150 and another 183 convicts with 27 of their children were trans-

ported to the island onboard HMS Sirius and HMS Supply. Hav-

ing unloaded their human cargo the ships was beset by bad 

weather and in attempting to get clear of the island Sirius struck 

the reef and was wrecked along with her valuable stores. Al-

though no lives were lost addition people on the island put a se-

vere strain on the resources and they were only saved from star-

vation by the large colony of Norfolk Island Petrels, which they 

were able to kill at the rate of several thousand a night. 

 

Kingston, Norfolk Island Penal Settlement. 

Near left: housing for officials; centre: (walled) ñold  barracksò ; centre: chaplains house; far right: ñnew barracksò  

Far left (walled) convict barracks and goal; far centre: wharf, store house, offices and hospital and site of first 

landing. 

Two Carronades salvaged from  

HMS Sirius 



Undaunted the colony continued to thrive during the next 24 years with free settlers and growing numbers of 

convicts being granted plots of land. But in 1814 it was decided to close the colony and all the inhabitants 

were removed , against their wishes, to Tasmania and all the buildings destroyed to deter their being taken 

over by the French or Spanish. 

 

After 11 years of lying deserted another penal colony was established on the island in 1825 and it is from this 

period that most of the surviving buildings remain.  The purpose of this penal settlement was to house the 

worst male felons convicted of serious crimes in NSW, the only women being wives of the prison guards and 

administrators. Life for the convicts was harsh, hard work, with flogging and  solitary confinement for the 

least of offences, no thought being given to rehabilitation. Treatment of convicts got so bad that visiting Bish-

ops protested to the British Government who finally ordered the Penal settlement closed in 1854. 

 

The third European settlement came about in 1856 when the descendants of the Bounty  mutineers were re-

moved from Pitcairn Island which had become over populated and resettled on Norfolk. Subsequently a few 

families returned to Pitcairn but today Bounty descendants make up the bulk of the population of about 1600 

permanent residents. 

At Kingston on the southern side of the island are the penal colony buildings, which include barracks for the 

soldiers, houses for the governor and various administration officials, as well as stores and offices.  The walls 

of the prison remain but the prison buildings were destroyed by the Pitcairn Islanders and used for building 

material.  The administration buildings and houses have been restored and house a number of small but excel-

lent museums and guided tours are provided which describe the various stages of the island history. A tour of 

the cemetery brings to life many of the characters and events of the past. 

 

 

 

Outer wall and main gate of convict goal 

Left: remains of convict cell block                                        Right: a single cell 7ft by 3ft 6in.approx. 



 

One of the main themes of interest depicted for tourists by the islanders is the Bounty Mutiny, with not sur-

prisingly Lt Bligh being portrayed as the villain, despite what the facts of the case may say. 

 

A direct 1 hr. 50 min. flight from Auckland makes a week's stay on Norfolk a worthwhile trip if you have an 

interest in history. The airfield that you land on was built in 1942 at the request of the Americans by an Aus-

tralian construction team using equipment and material supplied from America and when complete was oper-

ated by the RNZAF and protected by the NZ Army. On 4 July 1948 it was handed over to the Australian Civil 

Aviation Authority. 

 

Above: Plan of Gaol 

 

Right: Commissariat Store, 

 now houses a museum and church 

Ruin: convict hand cranked mill, with store house behind 



Submarine Operations in Support of the Gallipoli Campaign 
Compiled by Dr John Osborne MG DTT PhD FSG 

 

With the outbreak of WWI hundreds of New Zealanders joined the Royal Navy by transferring from NZ or by direct RN 

enlistment. The NZ Naval Defence Act 1913 formally established the New Zealand Naval Forces. 

In October 1914, the Ottomans closed the Dardanelles to Allied shipping. The actual decision to close the strait seems to 

have been taken by German military advisors stationed in the Dardanelles without reference to the Ottoman government. 

On 2 November 1914 Russia declared war on the Ottoman Empire, followed by the British on 6 November. The naval 

operations in the Dardanelles Campaign were mainly carried out by the Royal Navy with substantial support from the 

French and minor contributions from Russia and Australia. When the main Dardanelles Allied surface fleet failed to 

overcome the Ottoman defenses, an invasion of the Gallipoli peninsula was launched in which naval forces (including 

Australians and New Zealanders) were heavily involved, transporting all the land forces including the ANZACs and 

keeping them well supplied. Throughout the campaign submarines passed through the Dardanelles to disrupt Ottoman 

Empire shipping in the Sea of Marmara. 

Above the Allies surface fleet in the Dardanelles. 

 

In December 1914, the Royal Navy Submarine HMS B11 was sent to the Dardanelles, commanded by Lt Cdr N Hol-

brook and sank the Ottoman battleship "Messudieh" in the Straits. The sinking was hailed as a massive victory and a 

major blow to the Ottoman forces and did a great deal to dampen the morale of the Ottomans. For all B11's success it 

was too small for the job required. The main task of the submarines in Dardanelles and the Sea of Marmara was to create 

havoc by disrupting the supply lines of the Ottomans in the area. Any supply ship that ventured out into these waters be-

came a target. The submarines were also expected to blockade the German heavy cruisers "Breslau" and "Goeben" that 

were based in Constantinople. The CȤinȤC Mediterranean Fleet, Admiral Carden, requested EȤ class submarines. The EȤ
class had a much more powerful engine capable of generating 1600 hp and it had a submerged weight of 800 tons these 

gave the EȤclass a much better chance of getting through the Dardanelles / Straits to the Sea of Marmara. Originally the 

EȤclass had no deck gun but from May 1915 some were fitted with Nordenfeldt 6pdr quickȤfire guns which were found 

to be too small so towards the end of the Gallipoli campaign Armstrong 12pdr quickȤfire guns were fitted. 

 

On 24 April 1915 the Australian submarine AEȤ2 (below) commanded by Irish 

born Lt Cdr Henry Stoker, was first to reach the Sea of Marmara, having 

found a way through the minefields. The presence of AEȤ2 in the Sea of Mar-

mara greatly shook the morale of the Ottomans and the Allies had faith in AEȤ2 to turn the tide against the Ottomans. 

The ANZAC land forces had taken severe casualties at Gallipoli with their invasion from the 25th April and the general 

staff believed that AEȤ2  would torpedo all the Ottoman ships bringing reinforcements, supplies and ammunition to Gal-

lipoli. On 30 April 2015 AEȤ2 was damaged by shell fire from an Ottoman Torpedo boat (refer map above) and then 

scuttled by the crew and sank. All of AEȤ2s crew were saved and taken prisoners. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On May 10th 1915, EȤ14 (commanded by Lt Cdr Boyle) sank the 5000 ton "Gul Djemal" which was carrying 6000 

troops and a battery of artillery. In response to this, the Ottomans developed a 416km road/rail route which connected 

Constantinople to the Gallipoli war front. Thereafter most of the supplies went to Gallipoli by road/rail. For a very short 

period of time there were only four submarines in the Sea of Marmara, two of these were lost (AEȤ2 and EȤ15) but the 

Ottomanôs always believed that eleven submarines were operating in the area. 

 

On May 25th 1915, EȤ11 (commanded by Lt Cdr Nasmith) after finding a way through the mine fields and across the 

Sea of Marmara was in Constantinople harbour. This was the first time in 500 years that an enemy warship was in the 

harbour, the city was thrown into turmoil and disorder quickly broke out. EȤ11 sank the merchant ship "Stamboul". In 

itself, this was not very important. But the fact that it had occurred in the city's harbour was of huge importance. 

 

In June 1915, EȤ7, commanded by Lt Cdr Cochrane, (in the crew was New Zealander born in Oamaru, Stoker Petty Offi-

cer John Archibald Wilson) also finding a way through the mine fields and across the Sea of Marmara bombarded the 

Zeitum Powder Mills in Constantinople. The submarine's small sixȤpounder gun could do little actual damage, but, once 

again, the psychological impact of the attack was great. The city was in uproar. The realisation that an enemy submarine 

had been in the harbour again was too much for the Ottoman authorities. All troops on board the transports were hur-

riedly disembarked and returned to barracks. All sailings were cancelled, and the shops were ordered to shut. EȤ7 de-

stroyed two troop trains at Kava Burnu and the Gulf of Ismid. To guard against this, the Ottomans had to place medium 

artillery along the coastal routes where submarines might surface Ȥ these artillery pieces were withdrawn from the Gal-

lipoli battlefields. On the 4 September 1915 EȤ7 got caught in the Nagara submarine net in the Dardanelles. For 12 hours 

the crew tried to free the submarine despite mines bursting around them however the submarine was ñhopelessly entan-

gled.ò A depth charge was dropped by the Ottomans and it exploded close to the hull wrecking the electric light fittings 

and other gear. The commanding officer Lt Cdr Cochrane realised that he had no option but to surrender which he did 

after he had destroyed the secret documents & codes. The crew was taken as POWs and sent to work in railway tunnels. 

EȤ7 was destroyed by an explosive charge from UBȤ14 the next day. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Interior of an E class submarine.     HMS EȤ7 before the 6pdr deck gun was fitted 

 

The British submarines in the Dardanelles did not restrict themselves to just the sea. EȤ11's number 2, Lieutenant D'Orly 

Hughes with other crew members, went on land and destroyed nearly fifty metres of the Berlin to Baghdad rail line. 

However, this made the Ottomans even more vigilant and the rail line became even more heavily guarded. Towards the 

end of the Gallipoli / Dardanelles campaign, the EȤclass submarines used their Armstrong twelve pounder quick fire 

guns to attack ships and also land targets. The threat of the Ottomans land based artillery ended the tactics of the British 

submarines as they could not risk any damage to their fragile hulls. The ultimate impact of British submarines in the 

Dardanelles was not great in the sense that they did not change the course of the Gallipoli campaign. However, the sub-

marines had proved that they were very valuable when used properly. 

 

Acknowledgements and special thanks to: Phil Cregeen FSG, Michael Wynd researcher Royal New Zealand Navy Mu-

seum, www.awm.gov.auwww.anzacsite.gov.au/5environment/submarines/ae2. www.awm.gov.au/education/talks/ae2/ 

National Museum of the Royal Navy "British Submarines and the Dardanelles" www.HistoryLearningSite.co.uk 

www.navalhistory net/WW1NavyBritishShipsȤDittmar3WarshipsA. www.navymuseum.co.nz www.awm.gov.au/unit/

U50786/ www.nmrn.org.uk/newsȤevents/events/firstȤoutȤlastȤroyalȤnavyȤsubmarinesȤduringȤfirstȤworldȤwar 



KUMEU MILITARIA SHOW MARCH 2015  

 

Held at the end of March this was a great family event for the Auckland region organised by two of our mem-

bers Danny and Clayton. With many NZAHAA members involved putting on displays and sales tables in the 

sheds and outside the armed forces,  military vehicles and re-enactment groups providing entertainment. 

More images may be found on Kevin Hussyôs link on page 15. 



NELSON AGM AND AUCTION APRIL 2015 by Andre Edgcombe 
 

The 2015 NZAHAA AGM and Management committee meeting was hosted by Nelson branch on 10th and 11th 

of April, rather than flying in and out I elected to make the most of the opportunity to visit this spectacular cor-

ner of the country and take the family along for the trip. We set out a few days before the meeting, staying in 

Wellington (Thank you Steve) then crossing to the mainland via the interislander and driving on to Nelson 

which became home for the next five days. 

 

 Friday and the Management Committee meeting was upon us and it was down to business, as always it was 

great to meet with my fellow branch representatives and discuss agenda items and the day to day business side 

of our association. The biggest issue we currently face is membership numbers, we all need to encourage new 

members into the association and Wellington Branch has committed to include a flyer in their upcoming auc-

tion catalog in an effort to entice more collectors into the fold. The Wellington catalogue is sent out to around 

2500 people with an interest in firearms or Militaria so is therefore an excellent opportunity for promoting the 

NZAHAA. This will be the third time Wellington Branch have funded a NZAHAA promotion inclusion in 

their catalogue, a vote of thanks to Wellington Branch is well deserved. 

 

Management meeting over it was off to the auction venue for viewing, Nelson Representative Paul Sangster 

was ferrying the management committee guys without transport around to the venue and back to the accom-

modation as required. 

 

Saturday morning had us up bright and early for viewing, checking out the sales tables for bargains and social-

izing until the start of the AGM, we ran through the meeting which included reports on finances, COLFO, and 

the National Shoot. Nineteen new members were admitted into the NZAHAA at the AGM, welcome to all our 

new members! Steve Privet remains as National President and I retain the Vice Presidency for the 2015/2016 

year. 

 

With the official business out of the way it was time to get the Auction underway. The Nelson crew did well, it 

is quite an effort finding lots and putting together an auction, a well presented catalogue of some 400 items 

was produced (mostly locally sourced) and as always quality items created a lot of interest with competition 

both on the floor and from postal interest (even the odd phone bid). Auctioneering duties were expertly han-

dled by Ted Rogers while the Nelson crew kept administration in order. These provincial meetings and auc-

tions are a great opportunity to get out and meet with new people from within our association; it would be 

good to see more support from our nationwide membership for such events and attending is always well worth 

the effort even if only for the social aspect. 

 

 We enjoyed our time in the beautiful Nelson district; it was a pleasure to meet with local collectors and it is a 

truly stunning part of the country to visit. The return to the North Island came all too soon. 

 

Great work Nelson and thank you for all your time and effort! 

 

 Prices realized at the auction are  attached as a separate pdf file. Ed 



NATIONAL ARMY MUSEUM by Phil Cregeen  

 

On a recent trip to Wellington  I took the opportunity of calling in at the National Army Museum at Waiouru.  

I was pleased to see that work has commenced on the  WW I battle field, on land behind the museum, when 

completed it will look something like this model below. The small pine tree below is a direct descendant of the 

ñLone Pineò at Gallipoli, near the tree in the background a digger is working on the battle field site. 

To commemorate the Gallipoli campaign the museum has a spe-

cial exhibition with the stories of individual soldiers who took 

part, together with artefacts and memorabilia, see images below 

and following page.  

 


